
M.-\TILDA 

MATILDA 

Dae\ vou .. you callee\ me ,·our <laughter. 

P,11i.se. Ai4 TILDA !'tcps to,mrd haj1ther ... 

MRS WORMlVOOD 

Thev're here' You idiot, I told you 1 

MRS PHELPS 

Quick hide in the books! 

RUDOLPHO 

\'vl1at if they damage my legs? My beautiful legs! 

T11e RUSSIANS tum up, sharp suits, sunglasses, their leader (SERGE[) last, sucking 
011 a lollipop. 01,e of the MEN looks tlira11gfi tiie Wonmmods ,tuff, p111!s out the 
suitcase_fi,ll of caslz, /oaks inside, s/10,,.s the money to Sergei. SERGE[ gives an almost 
inzpaceptible nod, tums to fv1ati}da, lo,)ks at lier and pops the lolly from his moi1tl1. 

SERGEI 

You are the Wormwood's daughter? 

MATILDA 

Yes. 

SERGEI 

\Vhere is vour father' 

MATILDA 

He's ... [ don't know. 

SERGEI 

The Wormwood, is a stupid man. And being stupid he assumed I was stupid too. 
And that is a ,·er,', very, stupid- and rude - thing to do. 

MATILDA 

Yes. But I'm afraid mv father is quite rude and very, very stupid. 

SERGEI 

You k11ow this' At least there is one cle,·er one in the family. 

TT,e beefy lvfEN laugh. SERGEI rni,es a hand ,md THEY ,top. 

(looking at izrr) 

What is rnur name, little girl7 

MATILDA 

. 1atilda. 
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SERGEI 

] like you Matilda; you seem smart. Sadlr, in my line of work I don't often get to 
meet smart people like you. />,lost of the people J deal with, their thinking is all 
backwards. 

MICHAEL 

Backwards' 

Beat. EVERYONE turns to tlze bookshelves. SERGEI nods to his men and they drag 
The Wom1woods 0<1t, throwing Mr Wonmrnod at Sergei's feet. He glo,vers at him, 
tlzen looks back al Matilda. 

SERGEI 

Ee Dajza P!lkravie swayvo mere Tsatsa utsa. Da. PriWJ.hW po:nakQmitsa s takQ)L oom-noy 
de-rnchkoy. 
(And she even covers for her rat of a father. Yes, it is a pleasure to meet such a child) 

MATILDA 

Spaseeba. Mne to-:lze priyatna pa:nakomitsa s-Vami. 
(Thank you. And it is a pleasure to meet you, too.) 

St1ddenly the RUSSIANS stop. THEY turn to Matilda. 

SERGEI 

Ty ... ty gar1arish pa-roo~ki? 
(You ... you speak Russian?) 

MATILDA 

N"e-tak harasJw kak-be mne hatelas'. £-ta krasiziui yazik, pnctamu ya budu stamtsa i:ucJmt' 
_¥1'"i'O I da/'sh,. 
(Not as welJ as l would like to. It's a beautiful language sol hope to learn as much 

as I can) 

SERGEI 

Matilda. who taught you how to speak Russian? 

MATILDA 

Well I taught myself, I suppose. I was reading Dostoyevsky and I just thought it 
would be better to read it in the language it was written in. 

THEY all ga.,p. HE goes to Matilda. Embraces lzer, kissing /;~r on both cheeks (at least 
three l:ll:es). 77,e !-:!EN a// bo.c•. 

SERGEI 

I am Sergei. 
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MATILD,; 

(SERGEI) 

[tis trnh an honour to meet you Matilda Wormwood. 

8f'i1f. HE ccmsider::-, lools at A1r 1'\'onmt'Ood, then ldtttilda. 

!vfatilda, your father has been stupid and rude to both of us, res? I can very easily 
have one of mv friends,,, teach him manners, And one day when he lea,·es hospital, 
he will stili be stupid, but not so rude, I think I gin;, this as a gift to you, 1-\~'iat do 
rou sJy? 

P.w.;e. A-:4. TILDA thinks. Rt:i"ll!y thinks. 

MATILDA 
,\,fr Sergei, this is a ,·ery tempting offer, But he is nw father, And ! am his daughter, 
l think I've had enough of revenge. 

SERGEI co,;sider;-. Seem5 to l1e finding the itle.r. of!etting go of Jvfr iV011JIZl'C<1d t-'try 
dilficuit, But HE kned;, takes Mntihfa's hand, 

Da? 

THIS LITTLE GIRL, 

THIS MIRACLE, 

MATll.,,, OA 

SERGEI 

HENCHMAN 1 

HENCHMAN 2 & 3 

Da' 

HENCHMAN 4 & 5 

No! 

THEY Stop, 

Stotee diia::.1esh 
(What are you doing?) 

Ya dumn;cf P0~1:f7ka::ala_v 'da' 
(f thought y'OU said 'yes'}. 

t0e:htil1 dmHmd Ef1.1hv11 ta.:al 'da' 
,, thought l1E said \·€s' as ,.,-ell\. 

SERGEI 

HENCHMAN 1 

HENCHMAN 2 
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SERGEI 

l,1atilda, ya ska:al Matilda, stolt ISc'eyemi sh>olmjalz 
('Jvlatilda', I said 'Matilda'. What's the matter with you guys today') 

i=ineetshay gnspnlidin 
(Sorry boss). 

i:intet~hr.y 
(Sorry.) 

HENCHMAN 1 

HENCHMAN 2 

HENCHMAN 3 
i:ineetslrny 
(Sorry). 

THEY step back. SERGEI thinks, looks to Matilda. 

SERGEI 

Your father is very, wr:,; stupid. But he is also nr:r; very, HJ'}', ve1y, lucky to have 
you as his daughter. Although if I happen to be doing business here again and ] see 
him, he will not be so lucky. 

HE claps his /rands tr,·ice, and the RUSSIANS a/1 /em,e. 

MRS WORMWOOD 

Quick, let's get out of here before they change their minds. 

MR WORMWOOD 

What about the girl? Do ·you want to stay? Here with Miss Honey? 

iVU TILDA look; at lvftss Honey. 

MATILDA 

Yes1 Yes l do! 

MR WORMWOOD 

And you want to look after her? 

MISS HONEY 

l do. 

MR WORM'\,VQOD 

We!!... we are a bit short of room, so ... Yes. 

MATILDA 

Ti1<1nk you 1 

STOP
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