
i\/ATJLDA 

(MATILDA) 

MY DADDY SAYS I'M A BORE 

MY MUMMY SAYS I'M A JUMPED-UP LITTLE GERM 

THAT KIDS LIKE ME SHOULD BE AGAINST THE LAIV. 

MY DADDY SAYS I SHOULD LEARN TO 51-[l.JT MY PIE HOLE 

NO-ONE LIKES A SMART-MOUTHED GIRL LIKE ME 

MUM SAYS I'M A GOOD CASE FOR POPULATION CONTROL 

DAD SAYS I SHOULD WATCH MORE TV 

MR INQRl\,!v\/00D bursts in, pus/zing past Matilda. 

T),e ivomzwood's Lit'ing Room. 

MR WORMWOOD 

Yes, sir. That's right, sir. One hundred and fifty five brand new luxury cars, sir. 

(listens) 

'Are they good runners'? Let's put it thls way. .. you wouldn't beat them in a race. 

HE laughs hugely at his funny joke. But there is silence from lite other end of tlze line. 
He stops laughing, immediately. 

No, sir, yes, sir, they are good runners sir, yes, sir, indeed, sir. So, erm ... how much 
exactly-? 

Suddenly there is a seteam. HE panics, nearly drops the plzone, tums around. MRS 
WOR..l\!!WOOD (tlze source of tlze scream) stands lzorrified, staring at J\,fA TILDA, ,ulzo 
sits reading a book. 

MRS WORMWOOD 

Harry! 

MR WORMWOOD 

Hangon-

MRS WORMWOOD 

Look at this, she's reading a book. That's not normal for a five year old. I think she 
might be an idiot. 

MATILDA 

Listen to this - 'It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of 
l,\'isdom-' 

Her MOTHER screams, corers her ears. 

MR WORMWOOD 
Stop scaring your mother with that book, boy! 

MATILDA 

I'm a girl. 
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- 10 - MA T/L DA 

MRS WORMWOOD 

And she keeps trying to tell me stories, Harry. Stories? Who wants stories? I mean 
it's not normal for a girl to be all thinking ... 

MR WORMWOOD 

(i1Jto the phone) 

I'm gonna call you straight back 

01m1gs up, turning lo his wife) 

Would you please shut up! J'm trying to pull off the biggest business deal of my life 
and J have to listen to this. 

SHE is shocked, but HE persists. 

It's your fault; you spend us into trouble _and you expect me to get us out. \"/hat am 
[, a flaming escapologist 7 

MRS WORMWOOD 

Escapologist he says! What about me then? I've got a whole house to look after­
dinners don't microwave themselves you know! If you're an escapologi.st I must be 
an acrobat to balance that lot-the world's greatest acrobat. I am off to bleach my 
roots and I shan't be talking to you for the rest of the evening, you ... horrid little 
man! 

But I'm going to make us rich! 

(slaps) 

Rich? 

(turns) 

How rich? 

MR WORMWOOD 

MRS WORMWOOD 

MR WORMWOOD 
Very rich. Russian busL,essmen. Very, very stupid. Your genius husband is going to sell 
them one hundred and fifty fi1·e knackered old bangers as ... brand new luxury cars' 

MATILDA 

But that's not fair! The cars will break down, what about the Russians? 

MR WORMWOOD 
Fair? Listen to the boy' 

MATILDA 

J'ma girl. 

MR WORMWOOD 

Fair does not get you anywhere, you thick-headed twitbrain! All I can say is thank 
heal'ens Michael has inherited his old man's brains, eh son7 



!v[A.TILDt\ 

MICHAEL 

J\1i-chael. 

MRS WORMWOOD 

Hmm. We!!, I shall take the money when you earn it. And I shall spend it. But I 
shan't enjoy it because of the despicable way in which you have spoken to me 
tonight. 

SHE leaves. Beat. HE rounds on Matihia. 

MR WORMWOOD 

This is your fault' With your stupid books and your stupid reading' 

MATILDA 

Vvnat? But I didn't do anything! That's not right! 

MR WORMWOOD 

Right! Right! I tell you somethiilg; you're off to school in a few days time and you 
won't be getting 'right' there. Oh no. I know your headmistress Agatha 
Trunchbull-and I've told her all about you and your smarty pants ideas. 

(coming closer) 
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Great big strong scary woman she is, used to compete in the Olympics, throwing the 
hammer. Imagine what she's going to do to a horrible, squeaky little goblin like you, boy. 

MATILDA 

I'm a girl... 

MR WORM\VOOD 

Now get off to bed you little ... bookworm\ 

MA TILDA goes to her room. Alone. Picks up a book. 

MATILDA 

JACK AND JILL WENT UP THE HILL 

TO FETCH A PAIL OF WATER, SO THEY SAY 

THE SUBSEQUENT FALL WAS INEVITABLE, 

THEY NEVER STOOD A CHANCE-THEY WERE WRITTEN THAT WAY. 

INNOCEr--.:T VICTIMS OF THEIR STORY. 

LlKE ROMEO AND JULIET, 

STOP
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